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Remarkable Facts
Shov^/ing That There

Is a Well-Defined
Feline Vocabulary.

Have you ever heard a cat say "Lae?"
Have you ever seen Mistress Puss, with
a Just-caught mouse securely In her paws,
lying down happily in a corner and mur¬

muring "Ptlee-bl?" These questions seem

surprising, but what may be a great sci¬
entific discovery lies behind them.
A French professor, Alphonse Leon Grl-

maldi, F. R. S., F. G. S., M. O., D. H. du
C., M. F. a. S., M. F. Am etCM of the Rue
de Honore, No. 13, Taris, claims that
cats can talk quite as readily as human

beings, and that he has learned their
language so as to be able to converse with
almost any well-bred end-of-the-century
feline.
Grlmaldl goes even further; he not only

says that he knows such a language, but
he states definitely that there are about
six hundred words In it, that it is jnore
like modern Chinese than anything else,
and to prove his contention he gives a
small vocabulary. The strange words put
In quotation marks above will thus become
perfectly clear.
"Lae" means milk, according to this en¬

thusiastic French savant; "ptlee-bl,"
mouse meat, this being a much used word
In the Grimalkin tongue, and one totally
distinct from "bl." which signifies meat,
and from "bleeme-bl," or cooked meat.

All this is very curious, and highly In¬
teresting to any household that has a
feline member. Where Professor Grlmaldi
is, or what he is doing just at present,
Is not known, but Mr. Marvin R. Clark,
of this city, who is known In Eng'and as
Professor Clark, and who has been en¬
thusiastically quoted In the London press,
has translated Grimaldi's manuscript and
printed it in a little book, entitled, "Pussy
and Her Language."
To any one who studies the words of

thi3 new cat language as Grlmaldi has set
them down, taking each from off the lips
of the cat and representing It as nearly
a si possible by English letters, the combi¬
nations will appear strangely picturesque
and delightful. The only trouble Is that
Grlmaldi does not give a large enough
vocabulary. All he makes public is sixteen
or seventeen words, though he has ex¬
plained In full detail a system of cat nota¬
tion. or counting, which runs up into the
millions.
Can cats count, then? Certainly, quite

as well as talk, according to this novel sci¬
entific theory. Why cats should want to
count, or what they could do with it If they
had the power is another question, the
answer to which does not appear. It Is
quite within the bounds of possibility, of
course, that it might occur to a feline to
foot up the number of mice she had cap¬
tured within a given number of hours,
but why It should be necessary for Tabbv
to calculate up far past the hundred thou¬
sands cannot even be guessed.

THE CAT VOCABULARY.
This cat language, if one practises the

words a little, flows quite freely off the
tongue, and it becomes easy. A Sunday
Journal writer. It is true, having practisedwith great care, tried several of these nu¬
merical combinations upon the cat at his!
own fireside without that animal respond¬
ing in the least. In fact. Miss Puss walked
over to the fire and calmly went to sleep
before it while her master endeavored to
suggest to her eight hundred and eighty-
eight million, four hundred and ninety-one
thousand, seven hundred and sixty-five In
this euphonious translation: "Ic hoo icle-ic
zulus, su hoo nole-aim millis, el hoo lahle-
lm."
But that may hare been due to the lack

of education or absence of primary intelli¬
gence on the part of this oat. It cannot
be supposed that every feline is able to
figure offhand or von able to understand
ordinary words readily when uttered by the
merely human voice. The Frenchman's
contention is that there is actually such
a thing as a cat language, common to cuts
In all parts of the world (probably slightly
distorted by various dialects), and which
most intelligent cats understand thor-1
oughly.
To commence with, it will be well to give

this cat language, so far as the published
vocabulary of M. Grlmaldi goes, and to ex¬
plain how a talented feline makes sentences
and expresses herself,
AELIO Food

LAE Milk
PARRIERE Open
ALILOO Water

BL Meat
PTLEE-BL Mouse meat
BLEEME-BL Cooked meat

' ......._y»otj
PRO Nail or claw

TUT Limb
PAI'OO Body
OOLIE Fur
MI-OUW Beware
PURIIIEU Satisfaction or content

YOW Extermination
MIEOUW Here
In the feline lauguage it is the rule to

place the noun or the v^rb first in the
sentence. According to the theory of this
master of cats, here Is where the cat
language excels most human tongues, for
In this way the mind of the hearer Is
prepared for what is to follow. Thus a
cat talks In this way: "Milk, give me;"
"Meat I want;" "Happy are my babies;"
"Going out, my mistress?"
The various verbs one would use In ordi¬

nary conversation M. Grimaldi does nor
translate into cat language. Perhaps that
will come in a later compilation of his
works. All he does now in any event is to
give a list of the words that a cat would
most ordinarily use if it tried to enter into
conversation with a man or woman. In
telling of these Grimaldi goes Interestingly
into detail.

WHAT "MEOUW" MEANS.
One thing he says mast be kept constant¬

ly In mind, that the meaning of words in
the feline language depends to a great ex
tent upon the inflection. For example, the
simple, ordinary, everyday "Meouw " of
the cat has a great variety of meaning.
It looks as if the feline tribe had a great
advantage in being able to express them¬
selves for one single word can this way do*
triple or quaarupie duty. "Meouw," spoken |In the ordinary tone of voice means "How," 1
and Is a simple salutatlocu. such as
"Good morning," "Good evening" or "How
6r> you do?" But when "Meouw" is uttered
in a high tone with the accent on the "me,"
It implies hatred or anger that is bitter
proportionately to the sharpness of the

A cat can go far beyond this, however,
In distinctive expressions that mean a
declaration of war. Then "Meouw" be¬
comes "Mie-ouw, vow, wow yeiow yow
tlow, wow yow, ys-s-s-s-syow!" This is the
feline hurling down of the gauntlet, and
there Is but one other stronger expression
of cat disapprobation. That is "Yew," and,
strangely enough, the same word is also
used for expressing pain or any kind of
physical distress, when it is said in a low
tone.
"Poopoo" without any especial accent

means "tired," but when the emphasis Is
upon the first syllable It Is cat languagefor "sleep." Accented upon the last syl¬lable, it should be translated "work," and
when uttered with a falling Inflection on
the last syllable It is an expression of
sorrow and grief. "Purrieu, the onlyword of the language that Is well known
over the civilized world, as meaning simply
contentment, has actually a varied sig¬
nificance. Said in an ordinary tone, all it
Implies Is happiness, but when spoken with
a long roll of the r, and with a rising in¬
flection npou the last syllable, it is the call
of the mother to the kittens. Should It be
h«ard given with a shrill inflection, it is a
note of warning.

Head

Taken altogether, so Grimaidi contends,the cat language is sweeter and more mu¬
sical than almost any human tongue. An¬
other curious fact Is that It is so close in
many ways to Chinese as to make it quite
possible that it was actually derived from
that tongue. In support of this theory It la
a well-known fact that the inhabitants of
China utilize the cat to a greater extentthan do any other people in -the world. For
example, they make use of this animal to
tell the time-of day. This' they do by a veryclose observation of the elongation and con¬
traction of the pupil of the cat's eye. Thoughit seems almost incredible, it is said to be
an unerring sign, and in an Oriental house¬
hold that is too poor to buy a clock the fam¬
ily cat can be used to great advantage with
absolute accuracy.

It is related by a traveller that certainboatmen on the inland rivers of China in^
variably on their tripB carry a small kittenalong in a specially constructed pocket oftheir blouses for use as a watch.
Along with this, cats have their own pe¬culiar way 61 telling the time. It may havebeen that in old China, where the cat lan¬

guage was understood, and the cats made
up their vocabulary along Chinese lines, acat was taught to tell the time in words,hours aud minutes accurately, as well as to
express it by the pupil of her eye. How¬
ever that may be, cats have learned to ex¬
press themselves in "railroad talk" whenthey pass the time of day.According to the ingenious Frenchman,this is the way of it: Instead of saying thatit is IS minutes past 8, a cat says it is 8:18,that is. "Ic-ic-doo;" not 5 minutes of 6, but5:55, "fin imle-im;" 12:45, "Ro sule-im;"4:39, "Su zahle-no;" 3:33, "Zah zahle-zah."

HOW PUSS COUNTS.
This brings us to the system of cat nota¬

tion, which the Frenchman says he figured
out with the help of gesticulations on the
part of the cats he was studying, 1. e., that
a cat would pat her foot once for one, and
twice fo* two, and so on, uttering meanwhilethe sounds corresponding. In this mannerthe table of numbers was made up, and it is
a strange and remarkable affair. How thefeline tribe ever happened to hit upon thedecimal system and strike it without asingle "break" is something passing allcomprehension, but this much is certain:That the table does not fall at any one point,and that when its numbers are reeled offrapidly they have exceedingly picturesquesounds, and are more than ordinarily pleas¬ant to the ear.
Here is the way the cftt counts:

16 Lah-doo
17.. El-doo
18 Ic-doo
10. .No-doo
20 Kile

2 1Kile-aim
30 Zah-le
40 Su-le
50........Im-le
60 Lah-le
70 El-le
80 Ic-Ie.
00 No-le
100 Aim-hoo

1 Aim
2 Ki
3 Zah
4 Su
5 Im
6 Lah
7 El
8 Ic
0 No

10 End
1 1 Est
12 Ko
13 Zah-do
M Su-doo
15 Im-doo
"Hundred" is expressed by the word

"hoo," thousands is expressed by "milli"
(which goes to show that the educated cat
who founded the language for the feline
tribe must have stood in pretty well with
the ancient llomans, or else that warlike
race plagiarized and stole outright with¬
out credit from catdom). "Zule" is the
cat word for milllous, and this is a brand
new and original expression. Why the cat
tribe should have any use for the word
millionaire is not apparent, but neverthe¬
less M. Grimaldi has heard certain felines
sibilantly utter this word, which In the
cat tongue Is "zuluaim." Translated liter¬
ally from the cattish this means the "mill¬
ion one."
Mr. Marvin It. Clark, In his comments

upon the Frenchman's labors In this field,suggests that the phonograph and like in¬
struments that have recently been perfect¬ed by science, will be of great aid in set¬ting down for a permanent record the
various words of cat language that the
most intelligent cats are willing to utter
for scientific or linguistic purposes.

ONE MAN GAN LIFT THIS
26-STORY OFFICE BUILDING.

A HOST REHARKABLE ENGINEERING SCHEHE.
A 26-story "sky¬

scraper" office build¬

ing Is being built in

this city on a mov¬

able foundation.
This building -will

weigh about 30,000,-
000 pounds, and one

man ;will be able to

lift it with the aid of

a vefy- simple inven¬
tion.
These statements

seem absurd, but

they are true.the

building is now being
put tip on the corner

of Broadway and Ann

strtet (on the site of

the old Herald! build¬

ing), and the archi¬

tects of the building
will tell you that

these astonishing
facts are true.

No architect eve*

attempted to con¬

struct a building this

way before, although
a somewhat similar

device was used on

the foundations of

the famous EiOel

Tower, In Paris, wlih

>ntlre succes*.
The St. Paul build-

Ipg, which is to

tower atove every

other sky scraper In

the city, is to rest

upon jack screws,

which are to be oper¬
ated by hydraulic
power directed by a

single hand. The feat

performed by Samp¬
son on one memor¬

able occasion will be

outdone. Even Atlas
In his act of balanc-
the world upon his
head will have to

look to his laurels,
for this structure,
with its population of
several thousands,
will actually be bal¬
anced and raised or

lowered at win.
The importance of

this undertaking may
be appreciated 'from
the fafct thnt the
building will rise
three hundred and
seven feet above the
Broadway levil, and
will contain twenty-
five full stories and
an additional roof
structure equivalent
to another. The foun¬
dations, however, are

not carried dovn as

deeply as those of
several of the build¬
ings erected curing
the last few years.
Instead of being
founded on so li d
rock, they will rest
on concrete beds and
rolled iron beams
planted in the wet
sand. The New St. Paul Building.

Building on such
foundations settle,
but neverevenly. The
proposed arrangement
will affect that ten¬
dency and keep the
structure perfectly
level.
It Is this fact

which has prompted
the Introduction of
this Bystem of hy¬
draulic Jacks by
means of which an

average man will be
able to excel every
feat of strength yet
performed or Imag¬
ined.
Forty - seven steel

uprights placed at
regular intervals over

an area of 6,500
square feet support
the entire weight of
the St. Paul building.
It Is under these up¬
rights that the mech¬
anism is being intro¬
duced which will al¬
ter the level of the
building at any time
during it3 construc¬
tion, or even after
the whole of its ma¬

terial ha3 been placed
In position.
The person who is

fortunate enough to
catch 'a glimpse of
the foundations of
the St. Paul building
as they at present
sitand will notice at
the foot of each of
these columns a sup¬
port consisting of
rolled steel sections,
united at an angle.
Between this conical
support and the base
of each column are

inserted half a dozen
steel plates. It is the
removal or insertion
of these plates which
will alter the height
of the building, eith¬
er raising or lowering
it.
The actual work of

raising the building
will be done by hy¬
draulic jacks. These
are constructed on a

well-known scientific
principle, by which
the pressure exer¬

cised by a lever upon
the surface of water
In a steel compart¬
ment Is increased to
an Incredible extent
by being conveyed
through a very small
pipe to another water-
filled compartment.
In the case of the

St. Paul building the
second steel compart¬
ment will be actually
under the supporting
columns of the struc¬
ture. The jacks will
be movable, and while
the work of raising
the building will
doubtless be done by
a number of men

working together, it
will still be possible
for a single man to
perform the opera¬
tion alone.

YOU GJW Tj^LK
1,200 MILES GROSS COUNTRY
/i Journal Wonjan

Galls Up the Farthest
Point Reached hv

Low-Distance Wires.
I have talked over the telephone to

Nashville, Tenn., the farthest point to
which the long-distance wires reach.
Three minutes after I entered the Ameri¬

can Telephone Company's offices in Cort-
landt street I talked with an- anxious
mother 1,200 miles away, told her of an

accident to her son and the need of her
Immediate presence here, and received her
trembling reply that she would start for
New York within the same hour.
Every tremor in her voice, the soft In¬

flection when she spoke #hls name, the
little nervous break when she asked if he
were in safe hands, and the fervor of her
thanks when I assured her that he was,
sounded just as distinctly as though she
were standing at my side.
And as I hung up the ear-tube I gasped

with a stifling sense of awe for the great¬
ness of things, as I realized that my voice,
with its hasty tidings, had travelled over

mountains, through valleys, by river banks
and beneath their blue waters, 1,200 miles
away.

VERT BUSY "CENTRALS.**
Truly wonderful it seemed, and yet the

busy "centrals" all about me evinced no

surprise. Each one was busy with her
board of little numbered checkers before
her, which controlled a certain section of
the country, and while her fingers flew
from one number to another, making con¬

nections and "calling off," her eyes were

watching the second hand on the clock
built in the desk before her; for every sec¬
ond means dollars to the company when
the wires are used to the farthest points
of the route.
"Centrals" all wear puffs and Delia Fox

curls and flying bows at the back of their
necks, which gives the operating room'the
appearance of an entomologist's den filled
with butterflies. But all these little con-
celts are forgotten when the day's work
begins, for no one works more constantly
or faithfully than the telephone girl.
So If hef answer is sometimes delayed,

or more often snappy and flnsympathetic,
remember that she may have ninety-nine
other connections to do and undo for
ninety-nine other people just as impatient
and hurried as yourself, and if she doesn't
smile back at you over the steely wire, or

accept your well-meant invitation to lunch,
reutember the fault is not that she isn't a

real, live hello girl, but that hundreds of
other girls with Delia Fox curls and but¬
terfly bows can hear what your particular
hello idol is saying, to say nothing of the
monitor who sits in a little cage behind,
with an apparatus at hand enabling her
to switch on to any of the wires and listen
to the conversation going on between sub¬
scriber and "central."
And the curt remarks of the monitor,

which occasionally rise above the clatter of
ticking noises, after she has switched on to
a gushing "central," are likely to cause
smiles in the operating room. A good in¬
stance was brought to my notice when
I entered the operating room and heard a
clear voice, which I was certain emanated
from beneath a pair of spectacles, saying:
"No; I cannot see what difference it
makes to you whether the subscriber's
mustache is blond or brunette." Then all
the butterfly bows around the room began
shaking, and I was convinced that the hello
girls were committing the heinous crime
of laughing.

TALKING TO NASHVILLE.
The girl controlling the Nashville wire

was instructed to get that connection. Im¬
mediately a telegraphic message was sent
over the single wire, and the answer came

THE MOVABLE FOUNDATION OF THE NEW "SKY-SCRAFER."

back in less than thirty seconds that the
wires were busy below Cincinnati. This
method saves the use of the double wires,
which are necessary for telephoning.
Another moment's wait and Nashville

telegraphed to New York that the wires were
clear. New York telegraphed back the per¬
son wanted, and when the person arrived
at the Nashville office the connection was
made on the telephone wires, thereby leav¬
ing the wires open for use at intermediate
points until the moment when the parties
were ready to talk.

A TALK WITH BAY CITY.
Bay City, Mich., is the furthest point yet

reached in the West, and the little blonde
who manages that wire struggled for five
or ten minutes before getting me a connec¬
tion. The explanation was that the wires
to Bay City are seldom used direct, and
must therefore be fixed at the intermediate
stations.
At last I got "central" at Bay City, and

was surprised to hear a man's voice.
"Hello, Bay City," I said, without raising

my voice.
"Hello, New York," came the reply.
"How does Bay City look these days?"
"Beautifully white."
"Don't you have any girl operators up

your way?"
"Bet we do: that's why we have the men;

but they don't handle the very long wires."
"Why not? Aren't they competent?"
"Well, yes; but I guess it's because their

nerves are not steady."
"Well, here In New York we think It

quite the opposite, on general principles."
Then "Bay City" laughed, and his laugh

came so distinctly over the wires that I
could detect the peculiar tone which is first
sifted through a mustache.
"Have you a mustache, Bay City?" I

asked, to convince myself.
"I have," said Bay City, with a proud In-

flection in his voice, "and it's blond and
silky, and curled at the ends."
Then New York and Bay City smiled

simultaneously. Five minutes had expired
and we rang oft.

CHICAGO CHATS ABOUT POLITICS.
My last long-distance call was Chicago,

and considering the heavy tariff for tele¬
phoning to this place, It is wonderful to
know that the wfres are constantly in use.
There are four ssJts of wires to Chicago,
two "express" wirfts, which do not stop en
route, and two wWch may be utilized at
Intermediate points along the line.
As the wires were very busy, my connec¬

tion was at first somewhat muddled.
"Well, Chicago?" I called.
"Hello, New York."
"How's the weather in Chicago?"
"Why, we've had a beautiful fall of

white snow."
"Good for you, Chicago; It must seem

like old times."
"Well, we appreciate ttt," replied "cen¬

tral."
"Who's your choice for President out

there?"
"Can't hear you."
"Who's your choice for President?"
"Our what? I can't hear very good.

Tap the transmitter."
I wasted one minute of my precious five

to laugh. Just fancy Chicagso being in¬
vited to nominate its choice foir President,
and not hearing the call!
"Who.is.your.choice.for.President ?"

I shouted, with a large waste of vitality.
"Oh!" said Chicago, "Oh!" Dight had

dawned upon the Windy City's "central" at
last! "WThy, our choice for President"
Here the wires clicked and made a fear¬

ful rumble for several seconds, and then
all was still, and the startling announce¬
ment came clearly over the wires;
"Why, Dolly!"
I gasped. Was Chicago going In fop

woman's rights!
"Dolly," said an Impatient masculine

voice, "is that you?"
"Where are you?" I asked in a Dolly-

esque treble.
"In Philadelphia." came the reply.
"Well, then, that's why you're so slow la

getting Dolly."
"Isn't this you?" said the voice from

Philadelphia, growing wrathy.
"Yes," I replied, "but I'm Katrina." The

searcher after Dolly uttered a" very fierce
exclamation, for a resident of the Quaker
City, and then "central" came to our aid
and straightened things out.
Chicago was in a high state of Impa-

tience.
"What's the matter? Are you through?'*
"No; I want to know your choice for the

Presidency."
"Why, Cullom Is good enough for us."
Having consumed $-41 worth of time talk¬

ing to far away points of the Union. I
rang off. J. H.

PLATE GLASS COFFINS.

They Hav« Advantages Which it Is Ex-
pscted Will Bring Them

Into General Use.

The latest invention in coffins is a glass
casket, which, among other advantages,
will relieve the fears of those whose minds
constantly revert to being buried alive.
By this coffin the mourners will be able
to detect the slightest movement of the
corpse through the transparent wallS.
While there Is something poetic in the

idea of being laid to rest In a block of
crystal, sentiment did not enter the in~
ventor's mind. Why a coffin should be
made of glass is a question which at first
puzzles those who have not made a study
of the subject. The reasons are, never¬
theless, important, from a hygienic stand¬
point. Probably the first advantage that
will commend them to the public at large
is the fact that they are cheaper than the
modern metallic or wooden caskets. What
will interest the Board of Health is that
their adoption, It Is claimed, will be a

source of protection to communities in cas®
of epidemics. Being hermetically sealed,
they will prevent the escape of any germs
which might generate disease in the sys¬
tems of ttiose coming In contact with the
corpse. Mourners will not be debarred from
>gazing at the features and form of the
deceased when a malignant fever carries
them off. The inventor Is a. citizen of
Warsaw.
Although resembling the metalUo or

wooden casket in shape, the glass coflia
is radically different in every other res¬
pect. Not only is it made of glass, but
an in-moulded network of wire reinforces
the strength of the sides and top. The
glass employed In the construction of the
caskets will be of the heavy plate de¬
scription, which, when carefully joined In
compact form, will prove fully as strong
as the wooden article now in use. The
method of manufacture is the same as

that employed in a plate glass factory, the
edges being bevelled by the same process
usod in manufacturing pressed glass Imi¬
tations of cut glass articles.
By the insertion of the wire-woven frame

the glass sides will be greatly strength¬
ened. This feature wilt be easily ac¬
complished, the netting being dipped Into
the molten glass and cast with it In the
moulds. When the various lengths have
been turned out. the edges are accurately
bevelled, and all Is ready for the comple¬
tion of the coffin. After the body nas
been placed In the receptacle, the Inter¬
stices are closed with water proof cement,
and the remains will be kept intact for
years, long after the death of those who
iiave lowered the casket to its laat resting
fllaco.


